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By Beth Ruggles

We’re well into the 2008-2009 school year,
and it’s time to look forward to one of the
most important events of the season: the an-
nual Celebration for Education. I remember
very well the questions and feelings | had as
a new parent regarding this event, so if you’re
new to CMS/MMSK this article should help
clear up some common questions. | hope to
take you from the blurb in your contract about
your obligation to fully participate and sell
tickets to a better understanding of CFE and, I
hope, have you looking forward to November
7th by the end of this letter.

First and foremost, the evening is meant to be
fun. It is an event with nearly 1,000 guests,
great food, and lots of entertainment. It is the
only major fundraiser our school does. The
proceeds are contributed to the scholarship
fund, the endowment fund for long term plan-
ning, and the general operating fund, which
helps to maintain reasonable tuition with
minimal increases. The most amazing thing is
that the entire thing happens because of par-
ent involvement in every aspect of the event.
It is work done by parents like you. There is
a committee in place that has been working
since the end of last year’s CFE — organiz-
ing, planning, and fundraising for CFE 2008.
It has taken me 6 years of asking questions
and attending the event to truly appreciate
the complexity and organization of CFE, so
I won’t try to explain all the inner workings
here. Just trust me that there is a lot going on
all year long to make the evening work.

Selling the tickets to CFE is the first thing
you may be concerned about. If you don’t feel
comfortable selling them to friends and rela-
tives, consider buying them all yourself and
inviting friends to join you for an evening of
fun. I still buy the tickets myself, but since
that first year I've spent hundreds of dollars
on wrapping paper from those friends’ kids
who go to other schools. | buy willingly. And
they would do the same if | asked them to buy
these tickets.

Then there is the merchant donation. Local
businesses are usually very willing to donate.
Their item donation is even tax deductible. It
may be easier than you think, and you won’t
know unless you ask. As easy as soliciting is,
it may not be your cup of tea. Did | mention
I’m no solicitor? Let me tell you what 1 did:
I went to Lazarus (now Macy’s) and bought a
golf shirt and hat. Buying your donation is a
great alternative solution — do it if you pre-
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fer, by all means. But keep in mind you could
possibly be buying wrapping paper from that
business owner’s four children every year for
the next ten years, so if you have the nerve,
ask for that donation! Then take it to the office
at CMS or MMSK — mission accomplished.

Every parent must fulfill a work assignment
for CFE. Please believe me when I say you
will feel a great sense of satisfaction when you
see how well the evening turns out because of
time given by you and all your fellow parents.
You’ll not only come to appreciate how much
work goes into creating such a spectacular
event, you’re sure to make new friends along
the way.

This November’s event will be my sixth CFE.
Every year my heart grows fonder of Commu-
nity Montessori School and | work that much
harder on CFE. I'm proud to be a host of such
a fabulous evening. As a parent of a child at-
tending our wonderful school, you will have
the opportunity to share in this pride. There
is work to be done, and it does require some
small sacrifice, but it is worth every minute of
effort. Please feel free to ask questions regard-
ing CFE. You can call a CFE committee mem-
ber or the school office and someone will be
happy to help you. | know you will come to
enjoy CFE as much as I do — and you may
even like it better than asking your friends to
buy yet another roll of wrapping paper!

PARENTS' GUIDE TO CFE — 7 STEPS TO SUCCESS

(Steps 1-5 are required)

1. Sell or purchase admission fickets™ and raffle tickets™* (required) — located in your parent packet — and submit
money to school office by Monday, October 13th.

* *Minimum of 8 admission tickets at $45t each ($501 each at the door)

o “*Minimum of 5 raffle tickets at $51 each

Note: Purchasing a Sponsorship exempts you from admission ficket purchase.

2. Secure or purchase donation item for auction (minimum S50 dollar value) (required) and deliver to either school
office no later than Monday, October 13th. (Details may be found on the Merchant Donation Form.)

3. Register for CFE parent worker assignment (both parents) (required) in the Job Workbook (located
in the CMS school office) no later than Monday, October 13th.

4. Promptly report for your scheduled work assignment (required) the day before, the day of, or the day after CFE.
5. Attend CFE Friday, November 7th, 7 PM to 11:30 PM (required), entertain guests, and have fun!

6. Complete the Guest Pre-registration Form and return it and your payment™ to the school office
by Thursday, October 30th. To pre-register online: www.celebrationforeducation.com.

7. Contact potential advertisers or corporate sponsors as soon as possible; provide each with a copy of the
“Contributor Letter.” Submit contact information of interested parties to the school office or to
www.celebrationforeducation.com by Monday, October 20th.

tChecks should be payable to Community Montessori School or CMS.




